
Commission Meeting 1 March 15, 2016 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
March 15, 2016 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
March 15, 2016.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  George Sidhu, Interim Manager/Engineering Manager; Mark 
Handzlik, Assistant Engineering Manager; Kathy White, Human Resource Manager; 
Kevin Tate, Community Relations Manager; Vanessa Dales, Treasurer; Peter Gilbert, 
Attorney; Tom Mortimer, Attorney; and Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; Audience:  
Judy Littlefield, Dale Ragan, Mount Vernon City Councilman, Aaron Weinberg, Skagit 
Valley Herald, Bill McDonald, Prothman, Terri Cook, Curt Tronsdal, District 
Employees:  including Larry Saunders, Mike Demers, Bill Trueman, Chris Shaff, Krista 
Lewis, Mike Benton, and Becky Zorn. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for March 15, 2016: 
a. Approval of Minutes  -  Commission Meeting 03/08/16 
b. Approval of Vouchers No. 2666 - Voucher Nos. 5769-5810 ($158,859.92) 03/15/16 

The motion passed. 

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report, Interim Manager Sidhu reported the following: 
• Interim Manager Sidhu stated that IT Manager Chrysler would not be present as 

he had a prior engagement.  Staff will meet with Cayenta on Wednesday through 
Friday of this week to progress further on schedule. 

Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik reported the following: 
• Trees blew over during the high winds last week and damaged the roof of the 

Appaloosa pump house; great job by the crew to respond and repair.  Trees were 
also uprooted on Satterlee Road and damaged a waterline which required repair. 

• District crews continue to work on the second pipe replacement project, Ball 
Road from Ovenell Road, south.  Last week Operation and Construction crews 
worked two very long days to successfully replace a 24-inch transmission line 
valve.  Following installation of the new butterfly valve, there have been no leaks.  
Commissioner Cook asked what shape the valve was in; Assistant Engineering 
Manager Handzlik replied it showed signed of wear. 

• The Mann Road LUD contractor has completed the mainline installation, 
installation of services, and passed testing.  It is anticipated that the contractor 
will request our crews make the mainline connection this week.  Transfer of 
services remain and should be completed by the end of the week.   
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Commissioner Robertson asked if the District will receive some relief regarding the 
waterline work involved with the Highway 9 roundabout in Sedro-Woolley; Interim 
Manager Sidhu replied that the District waterline is in the right-of-way, so probably not, 
but the District is coordinating with the City to complete the pipe replacement work as 
part of the overall project. 

Community Relations Manager Tate reported that North Star is on site for user training 
and Customer Service Reps are learning how to use the system.  Staff will be working on 
Sunday so that final testing can be completed on Monday before going live.  The 
Paymentus credit card system is ready to go.  CR Manager Tate also reported that there 
will be a field trip to Judy Reservoir tomorrow with the 4th grade class from Jefferson 
School.  Commissioner Littlefield asked if there has been interest from the schools; CR 
Manager Tate replied yes, approximately 12-15 school groups are scheduled to tour the 
WTP.  Commissioner Cook indicated that the Skagit Council of Governments (SCOG) is 
interested in touring the WTP and asked if they could schedule a tour; CR Manager Tate 
replied yes, he would get in touch with WTP Superintendent LeBlanc regarding a suitable 
time and date. 

Human Resource Manager White reported that Prothman is close to wrapping up 
interviews with staff; Bill McDonald was here today conducting interviews and is in the 
audience.  He will wrap up phone interviews tomorrow.   

Under Old Business, Interim Manager Sidhu presented additional modifications to the 
proposed revisions to Sections 2, 3, 4 and Appendix A of the Water Policy Manual 
regarding bulk water filling stations as requested at the last meeting.  Interim Manager 
Sidhu reviewed how the fill stations came to be, including hydrant meter issues with 
consumption at Alger and improvements to the hydrant rental costs and fees, looking at 
alternate methods to protect the water system and drought issues and cross connection 
concerns.  He stated that the proposed revisions to the Water Policy Manual indicated in 
red and blue text were all recommended by Attorney Mortimer and have been discussed 
with Attorney Gilbert and staff.   Interim Manager Sidhu reviewed the revisions and 
reason behind each.  He stated that the Commission had also received memorandums 
from him and Attorney Mortimer, and reviewed the items addressed in his memo 
(Engineering and Operational Aspects of Fill Stations) regarding concerns, field testing 
and locations.  Attorney Mortimer’s memo addresses Legal/Regulatory Issues Related to 
Use/Trucking of Fill Station Water.  Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of the 
proposed revisions and related water issues, including allocation, mitigation, 
supplemental supply, time limits and reasons for not implementing, hydrant meters, and 
discussion with Skagit County regarding use as a source for dwellings and quality issues 
once water leaves the fill stations.  Interim Manager Sidhu stated that Environmental 
Services Coordinator Trueman communicated with Skagit County Health Department 
and they responded last night at 8:44 PM and he briefly reviewed their response; copies 
were provided to the Commission.  Commissioner Littlefield asked if the Commission is 
ready to make a motion to approve the proposed changes to the Water Policy Manual.  
Commissioner Cook moved to approve the revisions to Sections 2, 3, 4 and Appendix A 
of the Water Policy Manual regarding bulk water filling stations as presented.  The 
motion passed. 
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Under Old Business, Attorney Gilbert stated that he requested discussion to revisit 
reducing the number of Commission meetings from four to two per month due to 
efficiency concerns of meeting weekly.  He stated that no vote is needed today and 
further research can be conducted.  Attorney Gilbert stated that of the 27 utilities 
belonging to the WA PUD Association, Skagit is one of only four that meet on a weekly 
basis.  Commissioner Littlefield stated that most of the utilities meet twice a month at 
various times during the day.  Commissioners Littlefield and Robertson favor two 
meetings a month and Commissioner Cook prefers four meetings per month.  Discussion 
ensued regarding various issues, including efficiency with staff being able to devote more 
time to completing work rather than weekly meeting preparation, morale, adequate time 
to collect, perform analysis, review and vet information prior to presentation at a meeting, 
discretionary work sessions, adequate time for public comment, shortage of information, 
and opinion of new General Manager.   

Commissioner Cook requested that filming/recording of meetings be placed on the 
agenda next week.  Commissioner Littlefield stated that if the item is to be discussed he 
would like to know the costs involved, including equipment and operators. 

Under Audience Comments, Curt Tronsdal asked if Commissioner Cook attended the Ag 
Summit and how it went; Commissioner Cook replied he did not attend.  Interim 
Manager Sidhu stated that he attended and presented at the Summit, which was well 
attended with a lot of discussion and good questions. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Robertson presented a legislative update 
regarding the status of water related bills. 

At this time, President Littlefield recessed the regular meeting to go into executive 
session Per RCW 42.30.110 (g) for an approximate duration of 20 minutes.  The meeting 
was recessed at 5:24 PM. 

The executive session convened at approximately 5:26 PM. 

President Littlefield reconvened the regular meeting of the Commission at 5:42 PM. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Cook moved for 
adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of March 15, 2016 was adjourned at 
5:45 PM. 

Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
  
Kim Carpenter 
Clerk of the Board 


